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prevention or education fields
have had an exemplary impact
on the community.
   Councilman Nay said, “I can
recall the day he was hired by
St. Matthews. We talked
together in the parking lot of
the old City Hall for nearly 30
minutes about the SMPD.”
Chief Mayer’s open-door policy
and can-do attitude have
continued to benefit St.
Matthews as evidenced by such
programs as the prescription
drug disposal boxes at City Hall.
To date, the program has
disposed of more than 3 tons of
drugs.

   It was his attitude and
leadership that caused his
officers to respect him. Under
Chief Mayer’s leadership, the
department has more than
tripled in size to 40 sworn
officers and 16 dispatchers and
secretaries. According to Mayor
Tonini, every time the City
advertises to hire an officer, the
Council receives 30 to 60
applications from officers
working for other agencies.
“The Chief is a cop’s chief,” said
Mayor Tonini. “The officers
respect him, and know he has
their best interest at heart. He
loved working here, and his

officers loved working for him.
Every officer loved working for
Chief Mayer.”
   Chief Mayer and his wife,
Mary, have one son, Norm, Jr.,
a retired LMPD officer who
works as a Detective with the
St. Matthews Police
Department. They have two
grandchildren. Though July 31
was his last day, after 60 years
in law enforcement, Council-
man and former mayor Bernie
Bowling said, “I suspect we'll
see the Chief around here after
he retires. Thank you, Chief
Mayer, for 29 remarkable
years!”

Hot Off the Press
Fire Safety Tips for fall
Winterizing a home is very
important in
the fall.
Clearing water
from sprinkler
systems, getting
the furnace
fixed, repairing
damaged
windows, and other things like
this help to keep a home
running through the winter
months.
    However, many people don't
realize that homes are at a
greater risk of fire in the winter
months. Fall fire safety tips can
help homeowners prepare
their homes and protect their
families.

    One tip is to change the
battery in smoke detectors

when you change your
clocks from Daylight
Savings Time. Changing
batteries every 6 months
prevents detectors from
going dead.
    Another suggestion is to
clean the chimney each
year before using the

fireplace. Creosote is a deposit
from smoke that can build up
in a chimney. If it gets too
thick, it can catch on fire and
destroy the house.
    Space heaters can also be a
fire hazard. Create a safe area
around the heater with any
furniture at least 3 feet away.
    Another tip involves creating
a defensible space around a

house to protect it from
nearby fires. Trees should be a
minimum of 30 feet away from
a house and branches and
leaves should be cleaned up to
limit fuel for a
fire.
    These safety
points even
help home-
owners
prepare for
holidays. Use
battery-
powered lights in Halloween
jack-o'-lanterns to prevent
accidents from candles.
Christmas tree lights should
also be inspected before use
and monitored carefully,
especially on real trees.

Chief Mayer retires
Continued from page 1
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Hometown History - 2017
THEN
The photo dated 1940 shows Eline Motor
Company, located on the 3900 block of
Shelbyville Road in St. Matthews, with
salesmen posed beside vehicles.

NOW
Today the 3900 block of Shelbyville Road in
the heart of St. Matthews houses a variety
of businesses.

toward this much needed update
to the facility.
   Another project specifically
budgeted is the completion of
street, drainage, and sidewalk
improvements on Primrose Drive
at a cost of $265,000.
   Other budget highlights include:
▪ 5 new police cars to allow older

cars to be retired or added to
pool cars ($200,000)

▪ A new computer for the SMPD
property room and two I-pads
for training ($1,600) as well as
purchasing fire arms, riot
batons, mobile radios, and

Special Response Team gear
($42,000)

▪ Continuing to install new street
signs and stop signs, as
mandated by the federal
government ($150,000) and to
resurface streets ($120,000)

▪ Installing sidewalks on the
south side of Massie Avenue
from Hubbards Lane to
Ridgeway Avenue ($153,000)

▪ A permanent restroom at
Brown Park near the existing
parking area ($150,000)

▪ Enlarging Brown Park’s
children’s playground and

adding equipment to make it
usable by older children and
repairing the Brown family
cemetery ($205,000)

▪ New Public Works equipment: a
bucket truck to allow crews to
reach tree limbs and install
signage safely ($70,000) and a
new mower and truck ($50,000)

▪ Enlarging the mulch bin at the
Public Works yard ($5,000)

▪ Constructing more sidewalks
($150,000)

▪ Making drainage improvements
throughout the City ($70,000)

September is National Preparedness Month
It’s not a case of if, but when.
Emergencies are going to happen.
If you are prepared, emergencies
will be that much easier to
handle. National Preparedness
Month is sponsored by the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). Whether it is a
natural disaster or an act of
terrorism, there are a few basics
for making sure you and your

family are as prepared as possible,
including:
▪ An emergency kit: include

water and nonperishable food
(for people and pets), a manual
can opener, first aid items, a
flashlight, a battery-operated
radio, and extra batteries

▪ Cellphones: ensure you have a
charger (including a solar
charger)

▪ Medicine: maintain a supply of
any prescription medications

▪ A family plan: develop a plan
and practice so that you’ll know
how and where to meet, how
you will contact each other, and
what to do in different situa-
tions

You never know when an emer-
gency will strike. Learn more how
to be prepared at www.ready.gov.
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Need to know?
Call St. Matthews

Automated Service

24/7 Information Line

638-4STM (4786)
Administration Press 1

Services   Press 2

News    Press 3

Police   Press 4

REACH ALERT
To receive emergency and/or

community service notifications
through St. Matthews’ Reach Alert

system, sign up at
www.reachalert.com or call

1-877-307-9313.

Government Access
City Hall Office:    895-9444

Code Enforcement:   899-2512

Police Department:  893-9000

City Engineer:   899-2518

     Public Works:        899-2517

Property Taxes:   899-2511

Police Records:   899-2537

Anonymous Tip Line:
498-CLUE

(2583)
Emergency: 911

Your Elected Officials for
the City of St. Matthews:

Mayor Richard J. Tonini

City Council
Bernard Bowling

Frank Flynn

Tim Holland

Shaun McKiernan

Stuart Monohan

Mary Jo Nay

Tony Weiter

Patrick Wissing

City Council meetings begin at 7 p.m.
on the second and fourth Tuesday of
each month.

   City Council meeting minutes are
   online at www.stmatthewsky.gov.


